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I. Warntjes, Pope Vitalian’s Letter to King Oswiu of Northumbria and the Beginning of Armagh’s Claim to Primacy over the Irish Churches
Abstract. — Armagh’s adoption of a Roman outlook, and with it its claim of primacy over the Irish churches, is notoriously difficult to date. The window provided by the existing sources ranges from c. 640 to 690. Scholarship has traditionally favoured an early date, while more recent commentators are more inclined to place it late. A late date in the 680s paired with a more nuanced interpretation of the early medieval Easter controversy provides a new interpretative framework for late seventh-century Irish church history. Armagh’s claim of primacy has recently been viewed as a reaction, following the lead of Kildare, to the expansionist strategies of Canterbury and York. The scenario suggested here, however, shifts the focus back to Ireland. The Northumbrian debates of the 660s / early 670s and especially Pope Vitalian’s letter to King Oswiu of Northumbria provided Armagh with the crucial argumentation that set it apart from its two main competitors, Kildare and Iona. The strategy reached Ireland through the Northumbrians residing at Rath Melsigi and was communicated North by Áed of Sletty. This provides the background to the earliest surviving hagiography on St Patrick.
J.-P. Bouhot, Le traité Sur les charismes de l’auteur romain des Philosophumena : Généalogie des collections canoniques pseudo-apostoliques
Résumé. — L’ouvrage intitulé : « La Tradition apostolique de saint Hippolyte », est par son titre, par son auteur, par son texte, une composition du XXe siècle, qui doit disparaître de l’histoire littéraire du Christianisme ancien. Le retrait de cet ouvrage permet d’établir et de représenter par un schéma, la généalogie des collections canonico-liturgiques pseudo-apostoliques (CPG 1730 à 1743) : leur source, dont l’existence est seulement attestée au début du IVe siècle, est la collection des Diataxeis (statuts) des saints Apôtres, qui présentait dans cet ordre la Didascalie des Apôtres (CPG 1738), la Didachè (CPG 1735), et l’ouvrage romain Sur les charismes ; les Constitutions apostoliques (CPG 1730) vers 380, et la Collectio Veronensis (CPG 1731) vers 420, indépendamment l’une de l’autre, dérivent des Diataxeis. En comparant le VIIIe livre des Constitutions apostoliques et la seconde partie [= Canones ecclesiastici apostolorum (CPG 1739) + Traditio apostolica (CPG 1737)] de la Collectio Veronensis, il est possible de restituer le texte de Sur les charismes. Vers le milieu du Ve siècle, les enseignements des Apôtres sont abandonnés et trois collections nouvelles formées : la première (CPG 1741) reprend en l’abrégeant le VIIIe livre des Constitutions apostoliques ; la seconde est le Sinodos (CPG 1732), qui reproduit la seconde partie de la Collectio Veronensis, en la faisant suivre de l’Épitomé du VIIIe livre des Constitutions apostoliques ; la troisième est le Testamentum Domini (CPG 1743), qui a pour source principale la seconde partie de la Collectio Veronensis. À la fin du Ve siècle ou au début du VIe, le Sinodos et le Testamentum sont assemblés pour composer l’Octateuchus Clementinus (CPG 1733). À partir du VIe siècle et jusqu’au XIIIe, le Sinodos, le Testamentum et l’Octateuchus ont fait l’objet de plusieurs traductions-adaptations en syriaque, en copte, en arabe et en éthiopien, et même ont donné lieu à la formation d’une collection : les Canones Hippolyti (CPG 1742).

Abstract. — The treatise On the Charisms by the Roman author of the Philosophoumena, and the genealogy of the pseudo-apostolic canonical collections

The work entitled “The Apostolic Tradition by St Hippolytus” – title, author, content – is a composition of the 20th century, which has to disappear from the literary history of early Christianity.  Then it is possible to establish and to depict by a schema the genealogy of the pseudo-apostolic canonico-liturgical collections (CPG 1730-1743).  Their source, whose existence is attested only at the beginning of the 4th century, is the collection of the Diataxeis (Constitutions) of the Holy Apostles, whose content was, in this order, the Didascalia Apostolorum (CPG 1738), the Didache (CPG 1735), and the Roman work On the Charisms. The Apostolic Constitutions (CPG 1730) ca. 380 and the Collectio Veronensis (CPG 1731) ca. 420 derive independently from the Diataxeis. The comparison of the Book VIII of the Apostolic Constitutions with the second part of the Collectio Veronensis [= Canones ecclesiastici apostolorum (CPG 1739) + Traditio apostolica (CPG 1737)] makes it possible to reconstruct the text of the On the Charisms. Around the middle of the 5th century, three newly composed collections replaced the teachings of the apostles. The first (CPG 1741) resumes and abridges the Book VIII of the Apostolic Constitutions. The second is the Sinodos (CPG 1732) which reproduces the second part of the Collectio Veronensis, followed by the Epitomè of the Book VIII of the Apostolic Constitutions. The third is the Testamentum Domini (CPG 1743), whose principal source is the second part of the Collectio Veronensis. At the end of the 5th century or at the beginning of the 6th century, the Sinodos and the Testamentum Domini were associated in the Octateuchus Clementinus (CPG 1733). From the 6th century and until the 13th century, the Sinodos, the Testamentum Domini, and the Octateuchus were translated and adapted in Syriac, in Coptic, in Arabic and in Ethiopic, and even gave birth to the formation of a collection, the Canones Hippolyti (CPG 1742).

T. Rotman, For Future Reference : The Auto-Hagiography of Gregory of Tours
Abstract. — The hagiographical and historiographical works of Gregory of Tours include many autobiographical accounts, which Gregory interlaced throughout his narratives. The following study aims to examine these accounts and suggests reading them as auto-hagiographical records that were meant to lay the foundation for Gregory of Tours’ cult as a holy bishop. The first part of the paper analyzes the hagiographical model used by Gregory for other vitae he composed during his episcopacy in Tours. It then examines the autobiographical accounts and demonstrates that the information given by Gregory fits this model. This model needs to be contextualized within the religious, political, and cultural context of sixth-century Gaul and the Frankish Church. Sainthood, the study argues, was the ultimate prize of the sixth-century Merovingian cursus honorum.  Finally, a comparison between Gregory’s accounts and the tenth-century Vita Gregorii by Odo of Cluny demonstrates that Gregory’s autobiographical accounts inspired his hagiographer. Thus, the analysis offered in this study of Gregory’s autobiographical accounts sheds new light on the way we can think about and understand early medieval authors and societies. It provides new avenues for the inquiry of the representation of the self and self-awareness in early medieval texts.

P. Engelbert, Eine unbeachtete Paralipomenon-Handschrift : Köln, Dombibliothek Cod. 44

Resümee. — Die Handschrift Köln, Dombibliothek 44 (saec. VIII/IX in) enthält den Prolog des Hieronymus an Bischof Chromatius von Aquileia zu den Chronikbüchern (Paralipomenon), sowie deren vollständigen Text. Der Beitrag ist in erster Linie eine kodikologische und paläographische Untersuchung. Ein überraschendes Nebenergebnis war die Entdeckung des vulgärlateinischen Charakters der Handschrift. Die Schreiber waren eindeutig Romanen. Die Handschrift wurde vielleicht in der Königsabtei Prüm in der Eifel geschrieben.
Abstract. — The manuscript Cologne, Cathedral Library 44 (saec. VIII/IX in.) contains the prologue of Jerome to Bishop Chromatius of Aquileia to the Books of Chronicles (Paralipomenon), as well as its  complete text. The contribution is primarily a codicological and palaeographical study. A surprising side result was the discovery of the vulgar Latin character of the manuscript. The scribes were clearly Romanic. The manuscript may have been written in the royal abbey of Prüm in the Eifel. 

C. M. McGrane, The Number of Masses Celebrated Each Day in Hildemar of Corbie’s Expositio Regulae Sancti Benedicti
Abstract. — Given that the Rule of Benedict provided only for Sunday Mass (Reg. Ben. 38,1-2 and A. de Vogüé, 1971), the number of Masses inserted into the daily monastic horarium by Carolingian monks determined to what extent the horarium had to be altered from its original intent. Recent scholarship suggests that the Expositio Regulae Sancti Benedicti of Hildemar of Corbie inserted two conventual Masses in addition to private Masses into the daily horarium.  This article suggests that a close reading of the Hildemar commentary indicates that aside from Sundays and major feast days, Hildemar prescribed for only one conventual Mass daily. Only during Lent did priest-monks say two private Masses daily. 

I. Adámková, Bernhard von Clairvaux und seine rhetorische Strategie in der Apologie an Abt Wilhelm
Abstract. — Bernard’s Apology (dated around 1125) was criticised not only for its satirical and ironic tone, but mainly because of the concerns that it might provoke laughter and states of unbridled excitement among the monastic readership. The censors asked about the reasons that might have driven the revered author to write such a derisive text, when laughter was strictly forbidden in monastic communities and the monks were instructed to avoid it at all times. Still, there was a certain ambivalence in the perception of laughter. The present contribution explores the beginnings of the monastic communities in Western Europe and maps the development of opinions on the acceptability of comicality and laughter, as well as sadness and weeping, in monasteries, focusing especially on normative texts. It also analyses other Bernard’s texts and polemic treatises of his opponents, to provide a base for assessing the texts and classifying the Apology itself. The analyses show that at least parts of the text could have been understood as passages provoking laughter, which was used as an efficient tool for parody and caricature of the opponent. The Apology seems to have deliberately employed rhetorical strategies typically associated with polemic texts. Bernard’s range of arguments includes caustic ironical structures which deliver a satirical message.

M. Dreyer & M. Zátonyi, Epistolae Hildegardis diversae. Briefsammlungen als Kompositionen 
Abstract. — In contrast to the present modern edition of Hildegard of Bingen's letters, which, according to the historical-critical approach, intends to reconstruct the historical original for each individual letter from the complex surviving textual witnesses, the article presents a new edition concept that views the letters as literary products in the context of composition. The new edition project is based on the collection of letters composed into a theological work, which, in terms of tradition history, offers the author-directed, final version of Hildegard's letters. This epistolary work has survived in a single textual witness, the so-called Riesenkodex, with the title Liber epistolarum and shows an explicit compositional intention. The results of the investigations within the scope of the edition project indicate that - contrary to the previous assessment of research - the other collections with Hildegard's letters also have an intrinsic compositional value. 
Resümee. — Im Gegensatz zur vorliegenden modernen Edition der Briefe Hildegards von Bingen, welche nach dem historisch-kritischen Ansatz für jeden einzelnen Brief das historische Original aus den komplex überlieferten Textzeugen zu rekonstruieren beabsichtigt, stellt der Beitrag ein neues Editionskonzept vor, das die Briefe als literarische Produkte im Kompositionszusammenhang betrachtet. Das neue Editionsvorhaben geht von jener zum theologischen Werk komponierten Briefsammlung aus, die traditionsgeschichtlich die autorengeleitete, letzte Fassung von Hildegards Briefen bietet. Dieses Briefwerk ist in einem einzigen Textzeugen, dem sogenannten Riesenkodex, mit dem Titel Liber epistolarum überliefert und weist eine ausdrückliche kompositorische Gestaltungsabsicht auf. Ergebnisse der Untersuchungen im Rahmen des Editionsvorhabens deuten darauf hin, dass – entgegen der bisherigen Beurteilung der Forschung – auch den weiteren Sammlungen mit Hildegards Briefen ein kompositorischer Eigenwert zukommt. 
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